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Progress Report on Revision of 
Dakota County Ordinance No. 107 

(Park Ordinance)

Jeff Bransford
Parks, Facilities, and Fleet Management

Physical Development Division

• Project Purpose & Background

• Process Update

• Discussion Questions

• Questions/Comments 

Overview
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Project Purpose & Background

• Rules and regulations for 
use of parks and 
greenways

• Adopted 1997

• Update needed
– Revise existing language

– Address new activities

– Reclassify certain offenses

Project Purpose & Background

Project Priorities

• The Ordinance should be contemporary and 
dynamic.

• The Ordinance should recognize systemic 
inequalities and substantially advance inclusion.

• The Ordinance should be easy for the County to 
communicate and easy for users to understand.
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Process Update

Phase I: Prepare
2019

Review existing Ordinance

Determine issues needing 
revision/addition

Identify related laws, 
regulations, and policies

Benchmark similar agencies

Document potential revisions

Phase II: Revise
2021‐2022

Develop revised Ordinance 
language

Consultation and review by 
subject matter experts

Public engagement

Presentation to PLANC

Adoption by County Board



Public Engagement

 Cultural/community liaisons

 Madres Latinas

 BIPOC Outdoors Twin Cities

 Inver Grove Hill Community College

 DCTC American Indian Advisory Committee

 Cultural Family Advocates

 Open Door

 Faith-based community members

 CEW AIFW (South Asian cultural group)

 First Nations

 Casa de Esperanza

 ADA groups

 Youth

 Local governments

Interviews

Focus 
Groups

World 
Cafés

Survey

Public 
Meetings
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Discussion Questions

Hammocking

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?

Discussion Questions

Foraging

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?
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Discussion Questions

Electric Vehicle Use

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?

Discussion Questions

Drones / Unmanned Aircraft

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?
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Discussion Questions

Amplified Noise

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?

Discussion Questions

Commercial Uses

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?
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Discussion Questions

Metal Detecting

Visitor 
Experience

Resource 
Protection

Enforceability Inclusion

1. When should it be allowed?

2. When should it NOT?

3. How can we say yes?

4. How to communicate?

Next Steps

Phase I: Prepare
2019

Review existing Ordinance

Determine issues needing 
revision/addition

Identify related laws, 
regulations, and policies

Benchmark similar agencies

Document potential revisions

Phase II: Revise
2021‐2022

Develop revised Ordinance 
language

Consultation and review by 
subject matter experts

Public engagement

Presentation to PLANC

Adoption by County Board
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Thank you
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